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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide an improved method for converting an image 
for classification or pattern recognition by executing one or more 
projections in a direction substantially perpendicular to the 
boundary parts of a shadow. 

CONSTITUTION: A first parallel projection 20 from the top side 
defines the first boundary 21 of a converted signature image. The 
boundary 21 is indicated with thick lines and the shadow 22 
generated by the first projection 20 is indicated with hatched lines. 
The shadow 22 covers the part of the original image not belonging 
to the boundary 21. Similarly, a second projection 23 is executed. 
The projection 23 is a parallel projection made from the bottom side 
of the image. By the second projection 23, the second boundary 24 
of the original image indicated with hatched lines is generated and a 
shadow 25 indicated by hatched lines is generated. Successively, 
the results of the projections 20 and 30 are combined together and, 
as a result, a shadow 26 is generated. The signature image is formed 
of the boundaries 21 and 24 and shadow 26. 
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